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MINUTES
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Date: August 06, 2025
Time: 6:00 pm
Meeting called to order by:  Mayor Anderson at 6:01 pm

IN ATTENDANCE

Council: Mayor Witt Anderson, Lydia Koerner, Charlie Cannon, Ron Wright, Gary Lindemyer, Brenna Campbell
Excused: Noah Estes
Absent: (not excused)

Staff: City Manager Andrea Rogers, City Recorder Amy Szilagyi, Special Projects Coordinator Colleen Coleman
AGENDA CORRECTIONS/ADDITIONS: None

SUMMARY: The council reviewed wastewater and water operations, including updates on UV equipment installation
and concerns about fat, oil, and grease discharges, followed by a detailed presentation on the Wasco County Multi-
Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan and its implementation. The conversation ended with discussions about
meeting formats, various ongoing projects including a power outage and parking study, and the adoption of the city's
addendum to the hazard mitigation plan.

APPROVAL OF 07.23.25 MINUTES: Councilor Campbell pointed out a need for clarification regarding the removal
of Acacia Berry from the bank account and CD.

MOTION: Councilor Campbell moved to approve minutes as corrected. Councilor Wright seconded. All in favor; none
opposed; none abstained.

OPEN MEETING
Public Comment
Mark Paine commented he was pleased to see the gate located at Rock Creek Park closed.
Commissioner Phil Brady: provided an update to the Rowena Fire project, noting that they are entering phase 2
which involves scraping the ground to allow for a fresh start, though questions remain about who will pay for
this phase.

1. Quarterly Report — Chris McCalib, TEC: The Council discussed wastewater and water operations, with Chris
reporting that most UV equipment had been received and installation was underway. The council expressed concern
about fat, oil, and grease discharges, which Chris explained were being addressed through public education
initiatives and potential enforcement measures. Chris also shared updates on water system maintenance, including
ongoing work with Matthew Koerner, a former operator, to optimize operations and reduce costs. The council
agreed to research existing wastewater ordinances regarding fines and enforcement options.



*  Mayor Anderson: commented that disposal of fats, oil and grease down drains is a felony offence and
asked if we should send out a public notice. Chris responded noting that he, City Manager Rogers, and
City Recorder Szilagyi were working on an insert that will go out with the next utility billing cycle.

®  Councilor Cannon: asked if we had a real time notification system for illegal dumping, stating that could
be used to establish a pattern to identify the perpetrator. Chris noted we are working on ways to locate
where dumping is happening and that his staff is keeping an eye out for anything concerning.

*  Councilor Campbell: wanted to know how we could identify where the offending material was coming
from. Chris stated samples could be taken across the city and analyzed and noted that is a lengthy
process

Adopt Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan & Amendment - Sean Bailey, Wasco County: Sean presented a detailed
analysis of natural hazards and vulnerabilities in Wasco County and its cities, focusing on data from recent census
information and community profiles. He explained how different towns like Mosier were evaluated based on factors
such as housing age and geography, leading to specific risk assessments and rankings of hazards like wildfires,
extreme heat, and drought as the highest concerns. Sean presented an overview of the multi-jurisdictional hazard
mitigation plan and its implementation, highlighting the structure of action items and coordination with FEMA. The
city council expressed appreciation for the comprehensive plan and discussed potential updates, including
addressing specific wildfire causes and collaboration with neighboring jurisdictions. Sean explained that the plan
requires ongoing local coordination through quarterly steering committee meetings, and while FEMA funding is
important, it's not the only purpose of the plan.

®* Mayor Anderson: Thanked Sean for the presentation. He noted that the city had plans to create their
own Hazard Mitigation Plan at one time. After much research the city decided to go with Wasco
County’s plan and believes it was the best decision.

®  Councilor Cannon: raised concerns about the classification of human-caused wildfires and suggested
further investigation into the sources of fires near railways and roadways. Sean mentioned a new fire
safety coordinator position and shared examples of successful grant-funded hazard mitigation projects
in the region.

®  Councilor Wright: was concerned about the length of the list of natural hazards and questioned whether
the detailed list was necessary to obtain funding from FEMA. Sean stated the City could address the list
and tailor it to the city and its needs, noting that FEMA prefers to have an exhaustive list.
MOTION: Made by Councilor Wright to adopt the City of Mosier Addendum to the Wasco County Multi-
Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan. Councilor Campbell seconded. All in favor; none opposed; none
abstained.

City Activities Updates/Reports:

e Mayor Anderson: discussed council meeting formats due to the ongoing technical issues we have been having
with they hybrid meeting format. The Council members all expressed their preference for in-person/hybrid
meetings but acknowledged technical challenges at the senior center made virtual meetings more practical for
now.

e City Manager Rogers: provided updates on several projects, including a Pacific power outage scheduled for late
August that will last for 10-12 hours. The parking study agreement has been completed and is ready for a
signature. Andrea has been working with the Willamette Partnership Group regading required workshops by the
TMDL.. Lastly Andrea announced that Mosier had been awarded the grant for the Skate park and that further
actions would start in October or November of this year.

e Special Projects Coordinator Coleman: informed the Council that the city had applied for funding from the DEQ
but noted we couldnt move forward in the process due to the backlog on the city’s yearly audit.



Meeting Adjourned 7:37 pm

ACTION ITEMS:
Chris McCalib:
e Develop and present a maintenance plan for the water system after consulting with Matthew Koerner.
e Address pressure issues before the Well 5 drilling reaches the artesian pressure depth.
e Description
Special Projects Coordinator Coleman:
e Secure funding for a cap structure over the wellhead to prevent freezing in winter.
e Implement action items identified in the NHMP, including funding for emergency water storage supply in excess
of 5,000 gallons.
e Description
City Manager Rogers:
e Mark manholes to help identify potential illegal dumping sites
e  Work with Chris on optimizing the current water contract for cost efficiency.
City Recorder Szilagyi:
e Research wastewater ordinances for potential fines or enforcement mechanisms related to illegal dumping.

e Develop public outreach materials using DEQ standard information about proper waste disposal for the city
website and newsletters.

e Post the adopted Wasco County Multi-Jurisdictional Natural Hazards Mitigation Pland and the Mosier
Addendum on the city website.

e Continue working towards solving technical problems for hybrid meetings.



