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Meeting Minutes
August 17th, 2016
Mosier Senior Center at 500 East Second Ave., Mosier, Oregon
	I
	The meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 6:30 pm.

	
	Council: Mayor Arlene Burns, Council President Emily Reed, Councilor Peny Wallace, Councilor Lacy Gries
Excused:  Councilor Bill Akin, Councilor Derek Hiser (submitted letter of resignation)
Staff:  City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick

Community:  Kris McNall, Mosier Fire; Steve McCoy and Peter Cornelison, Friends of the Columbia River Gorge; Susan Froelich; County Commissioners Rod Runyon and Scott Hege

	II
	Agenda corrections or additions:  add acceptance of Derek Hiser’s resignation.  Also, UPRR reps could not attend to present Business Item 2.

	III
	Business from the Audience:  None


	IV
	City Council Meeting Minutes:

Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 7/20/2016.  Councilor Gries seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  Councilor Gries made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 7/28/2016.  Councilor Reed seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	V
	BUSINESS

	1.
	Friends of the Columbia River Gorge:  Train Capacity Study
The Friends commissioned a train capacity study concerning UPRR’s proposed Mosier Second Mainline Track Project.  UP maintains that it currently moves about 25 to 30 trains a day through Mosier and that the new double track would allow UP to move 5 to 7 more trains per day through Mosier.  The study produced by Whiteside and Associates and Fauth and Associates theorizes that the practical capacity of the Mosier Double Track would allow UP to run 75 to 100 trains a day. McCoy presented a PowerPoint which covered rain safety issues and crude oil transportation by rail.  

	2.
	Mosier Double Track Public Hearing Comments:

Kris McNall from Mosier Fire said that the Fire Board had drafted a comment that referred to the rail road’s efficient and more environmentally sound method of transportation, but highlighted safety and access concerns.  Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the City Planner drafting a letter to address the Council’s concerns about rail safety, noise, and community impacts in an effective manner.  Mayor Burns will edit the draft, but if there are substantive changes then she will call a special CC meeting.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	3.
	Construction Activity Restrictions: UPRR Project Application
City Engineer Grim wrote a memo asking Council if they wished to revise the City Code to include restrictions on construction hours, especially with regard to noise impacts.  Council discussion was about cost of those revisions.  Fitzpatrick said that the cost of the permit review is borne by the applicant.  Councilor Wallace made a motion to ask staff to give an estimate of Construction Activity Restrictions revision to the Mosier Municipal Code.  Councilor Gries seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.

	4.
	Update on Team Mosier:
There has been one meeting since the overall Jt. Meeting of Fire/School/City.  There will be a meeting with UPRR CEO and reps next week.  Team Mosier will have a delegation present, but will not be a quorum.  Team Mosier is not going to comment on the Double Track project, as it is outside of the scope of their mission.  

	VI
	Correspondence:

The Mayor received a letter from a property owner regarding the City’s policy to begin charging for utility services as soon as the SDCs are paid.  Fitzpatrick said that this policy was based on sound current fiscal practice for municipalities.  As soon as a property owner pays System and Development Charges, the City is legally obliged to provide those services immediately.  Therefore, the monthly service charges reflect that legal responsibility.  Council requested that Staff respond with a letter.  


	VII
	Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 pm.


Approved this 7th day of September, 2016:                                    Attest:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mayor Arlene Burns                                                       Kathy Fitzpatrick, City Manager
Page 2 of 2

