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Meeting Minutes
October 5th, 2016
Mosier Senior Center at 500 East Second Ave., Mosier, Oregon
	I
	The meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 6:30 pm.

	
	Council: Mayor Arlene Burns, Council President Emily Reed, Councilor Peny Wallace, Councilor Lacy Gries, Councilor Acasia Berry
Excused:  Councilor Bill Akin
Staff:  City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick

Community:  Sheriff Lane McGill, Suzi Conklin, Ann Van Osdel, Kathy Long, Bart Vervloet, David Ojala, Susan Froehlich, Nathan Baker, Peter Cornelison

	II
	Agenda corrections or additions

	III
	Business from the Audience:  None

	IV
	City Council Meeting Minutes:

Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of 10/05/2016.  Councilor Gries seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  

	V
	BUSINESS

	1.
	Gorge Happiness Month Activity:  Councilor Reed
The day’s activity was focused on Gratitude, one of the “Daily Three” to practice.  Everyone present named one thing that they are grateful for.

	2.
	Senior Lunches:  Suzi Conklin, Ann Van Osdel, Kathy Long
Suzi Conklin explained that she was bringing the Senior Lunches funding issue to Council because the past donations to the program have dwindled, and the program is in danger of being terminated by the end of December for lack of funding.  Kathy Long said that the lunches are important not just for senior nutrition, but for the social activity.  The Senior Lunches program serves 2 lunches per week, 14-34 people per meal.  There are two accounts for the program:  the Pioneer Potlatch account is healthy.  The main issue is the fund that pays cook and the assistant is not healthy.  Conklin said that they have come to Council for suggestions and help.  Reed suggested coordinating with the Mosier School to have the meals cooked at the school.  Several grant possibilities were suggested, but Suzi said that in general grants will not pay for operating expenses.  

	3.
	Friends of the Columbia Gorge:  Appeal of Wasco County Planning Commission’s Decision (UPRR Double Track Project)
Nathan Baker from the Friends of the Colombia Gorge said that the Friends were planning to appeal the Planning Commission’s decision and were interested in presented a request to the Mosier City Council to join in the appeal.  Columbia RiverKeepers had already signed on to the appeal.  The joint appeal would be represented by Gary Kahn of Reeves, Kahn, Hennessy & Elkins Law Firm.  In order to more fully discuss the details of the Representation Agreement, Baker suggested that the Council enter into Executive Session per ORS 192.660 (2)(h), “to consult with your attorney regarding your legal rights and duties in regard to current litigation or litigation that is most likely to be filed.”  He also told the Council that per ORS 192.640 it was legal to go into Executive Session without notice.  Fitzpatrick told the Council that most of the violations of the Public Meeting Laws are related to Executive Sessions, although Council is immune to penalty if they go into Executive Session on the advice of their attorney.  The Council discussed the advisability of going into Executive Session and decided that because the deadline to appeal the Planning Commission decision was October 14th and because the Council also needed time to research a decision, that they should hear the details that the Friends’ attorney wished to present to them regarding the Representation Agreement.  
Councilor Wallace made a motion to go into Executive Session per 192.660 (2)(H).  Councilor Berry seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.


	4.  
	Executive Session:  Mayor Burns announced that the Council was going into Executive Session per 192.660 (2)(H) at 7:30 pm.

	5.
	At 8:30 pm, Mayor Burns re-opened the public meeting.  Council explained to those who came back to the public meeting that the Council would have another meeting the next week to decide whether or not to join the appeal.  Fitzpatrick was asked to contact the Wasco County Planning Director, the City Attorney, and Team Mosier’s Chair and attorneys.  Council also explained to the public that they could not discuss what had been spoken about during the Executive Session.

	6.
	Climate Change Resolution:  Mayor Burns spoke briefly about a possible Climate Change Resolution that the City Council could adopt.

	7.
	City Water Operater Position Description:

Fitzpatrick presented the Description for comment.  Councilor Berry asked for more emphasis on preventative maintenance.  Fitzpatrick will add that language.

	VI
	City Council meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm.


Approved this 19th day of October, 2016:                                    Attest:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Mayor Arlene Burns                                                       Kathy Fitzpatrick, City Manager
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