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    Mosier City Council Meeting
January 21st, 2015

Mosier Creek Terrace 7:00 p.m.


Council: Mayor Arlene Burns; Councilors Peny Wallace, Emily Reed, Bill Akin
Staff: City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick, Finance Director Angie Wilson, City Engineer John Grim
Excused:  Jacki Sterner
Absent: None     

Audience: Suzi Conklin, Mark Cherniack, Bill Akin (applicant for Council position)
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 7:00 p.m.
ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS

None.
BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE

None.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, January 7, 2015
Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the Minutes for January 7, 2015 with a name change under Council Comments from Mayor Rogers to Mayor Burns.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
REVIEW/APPROVAL of BILLS 

Councilor Reed made a motion to approve bills.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously.

BUSINESS 
1.   Discussion and decision regarding Appointment of New Councilor Bill Akin (City Charter:  A vacancy shall be filled by appointment by a majority of the Council)
Councilor Reed nominated Bill Akin as a new City Councilor to take Position #2.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.  New Councilor Akin agreed to be on the Public Works Committee.  
2. Discussion:  Transportation Utility Fee (City Engineer John Grim)   
City Engineer John Grim presented the results of his study on a Transportation Utility Fee that could be added to the Utility bills of each utility customer in the City.  Revenue is restricted to on-the-ground maintenance and repairs and would not go to overhead so that residents could actually see the results of the fee.  Grim developed a street condition inventory and repair program in 2012.  This inventory should be done every 3 years.  Most cities conduct these inventories every year.  The current amount budgeted annually for maintenance work is $4,000.00, which mainly consists of crack sealing so that roads do not fail.  The proposed TUF would be $1.37 per month for each water customer with a ¾” water meter—about $16.40 per year per customer.  The cost of maintenance of a short one-block street is $1-2,000 every 10 years.  The cost to rebuild that same street is $25,000 to $40,000.  4th Ave. in front of the Grange is a good example.  Grim included a list of the steps necessary to implement a TUF.  Councilor Reed asked if passing the TUF was something that needed to be done this year and said that the TUF conversation could happen as Council develops a Strategic Plan.  Councilor Akin asked what conditions are currently.  Grim said that Fifth Ave. and Third Ave. both need crack sealing this year.  The street inventory should be done this calendar year.  Grim was asked about the Small Cities grant:  he responded that the City did not have a project that qualified.  Council discussed the ROW ordinance that requires over-sized trucks to pay an annual fee.  Logging and Farm trucks are usually not over-sized.   Action Item:  Finance Director Wilson will check on Crestline Construction annual fee for their oversized vehicles.
3. PUBLIC HEARING regarding Resolution 2015-01, a Resolution adopting a supplemental budget, establishing appropriations within the 2014/15 Budget.  (Council meeting continued following the public hearing.)

Mayor Burns suspended the regular City Council meeting to open the public hearing.  Finance Director Angie Wilson gave the staff report regarding the Community Celebration Trust Fund.  Budgeted to receive and spend:  $17,000.  Actual received:  $25,724.00.  There was no public testimony.  Mayor Burns opened the City Council meeting and asked for a motion.  Councilor Reed moved to approve Resolution 2015-01 and Councilor Akin seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
4. Appointment of Budget Officer

The Budget Officer is the person who develops the budget Document and in the City of Mosier the City’s Finance Director Angie Wilson is responsible for developing the Budget Document.  Councilor Reed moved to appoint Angie Wilson as the City’s Budget Officer.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
5. Semi-Annual Financial Summary (Angie Wilson, Finance Director)

Wilson had prepared a written summary for Council, and asked for questions or comments.  She has finished the audit and is preparing for the upcoming Budget season.  Wilson and Fitzpatrick are meeting earlier each week to go over the 2015/16 Budget.
6. Garbage Franchise Discussion
Fitzpatrick described a Franchise Fee as the rent that private company pays to the city in order to use the publicly owned right of ways.  A Garbage Franchise Fee had been developed in 2010, but never approved by Council.  Fitzpatrick asked for edits or comments by Council regarding the 2010 agreement that she would take to The Dalles Disposal.  There were no additions to the agreement by Council, but Fitzpatrick mentioned that she would ask to include two clean up days per year and at least three recycle bins to be given to each customer.  Action Item:  Fitzpatrick will initiate discussion of Franchise Agreement with The Dalles Disposal’s Erwin Swetnam.
7. Continuation of Discussion and Decision:  Personnel Salary

Mayor Burns said that there were enough funds to give the Finance Director Angie Wilson a $1.00/hr raise and commented that the service provided by Wilson exceeded expectation and that she had brought complete order to the City’s finances.  Councilors expressed their appreciation.  Councilor Reed motioned to offer the Finance Director Angie Wilson a $1.00/per hour raise.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
       8.  Time Change for City Council Meetings
Council discussed a possible time change for City Council meetings in order to avoid meetings ending after 9 pm.  Councilor Reed suggested 6:30 pm, and Council decided to try a 6:30 pm start time.  Councilor Akin said tat it was difficult for him to remain at a meeting past 9 pm.  Action Item:  Fitzpatrick will check with Councilor Sterner to make sure that her work would allow her to arrive at 6:30 pm.  
Council and Staff Reports:

Action Item:  Councilor Wallace said that she would decorate the Totem Plaza with Valentine Hearts.
Action Item:  Councilor Akin will research costs of Snow Plowing by City Employee vs. Contractor.
Meeting adjourned at 8:50 p.m.                         Approved this 18th day of February, 2015
                                                                            Attest:

___________________________________      _________________________________

Arlene Burns, Mayor                                          Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City Manager
