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    Mosier City Council Meeting
 July 16th, 2014

Public Hearing

Mosier Creek Terrace 7:00 p.m.


Council: Mayor Andrea Rogers; Council President Arlene Burns, Councilors Emily Reed, Mary Lou Perry, Garth Kightlinger
Staff:  City Planner Dotty DeVaney, City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick 
Absent: None     

Excused:  Councilor Peny Wallace
Audience:  Dwaine Blanchard, Russell Reeves, Dan Rasmussen
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Rogers at 7:05 p.m. 
ADDITIONS OR CORRECTIONS 
Councilor Reed added Agenda Item #6: the City of Mosier and Mosier Fire Department Kiosk

BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE 
None.
CONSENT AGENDA

1) Approve minutes of July 2nd, 2014
2) Review/Approve Bills and Payroll
Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Councilor Kightlinger seconded. 
Discussion:  Councilor Reed said that she would like to add to the minutes that the Council found making the Wasco County Road Service District.  
Discussion:  City Manager Fitzpatrick commented that bundling the minutes and Approval of Bills in the Consent Agenda meant that the Council would have to first vote to remove an item from the Consent Agenda in order to discuss it.  She recommended removing the Consent Agenda package and simply approving minutes and bills separately.  Consent Agendas are useful only when there are many more than two items regularly (City of Salem’s Consent Agenda would take an hour to go through separately). 
Motion passed unanimously.
CORRESPONDENCE/STAFF/COUNCIL REPORTS

         Councilor Reed reported that Katie Skakel is still working on moving the Welcome to Mosier sign to a more visible location.  Katie will email Manager Fitzpatrick a diagram of the new sign location.  Councilor Reed asked for help with the Gas Station Bathroom Project and Councilor Kightlinger agreed to take the lead to get estimates for both water and sewer connections.  Manager Fitzpatrick asked Council if there were any questions regarding the updates in the Packet and the new updates distributed at the beginning of the meeting.




 




BUSINESS 
1.  PUBLIC HEARING:   MOSIER BLUFFS SUBDIVISION PHASES 3 and 4
Mayor Rogers suspended the regular City Council meeting at 7:25 and opened the public hearing.  Mayor Rogers asked each councilor whether they had any ex parte contact to report.  Councilors Kightlinger, Reed, Burns, and Perry said that they did not have any ex parte contact.  Councilor Burns then said that a resident who lives up Huskey Rd.  had asked a question about the City Water supply and how the development would affect residents with wells in the Mosier Watershed.  Councilor Burns had recommended that she contact the Mosier Watershed Council.  Manager Fitzpatrick said that she had spoken to the woman and was able to give her the information she was seeking.  
City Planner DeVaney said that the Final Order with draft conditions of approval and findings presented in the packets represented where staff wanted the subdivision development to be, not where it is currently.  Phase 3 and 4 of the subdivision had been approved by council previously.  Phase 3 is almost exactly similar to what was approved.  Phase 4 has changes because since approval, the road has been built and with greater knowledge of the land, the developers have made adjustments to the lot configurations.  The shifting of the lot lines changed the way that the lots line up with the service utility stubs.  The City Engineer does not want the new city road dug up to change the stubs, but currently the plans show a complex interweaving of water and sewer lines across lots that is not recommended.  The City needs to receive an as built plan and wants to continue working with the applicants on their plan to serve the lots with sewer and water from the existing stub outs.  Planner DeVaney said that the Water System Punch List was one of the conditions of approval.  Councilor Burns noted that Snow Plowing should be discussed because the city roads in the subdivision are steep and difficult to access with a snow plow when there is snow/ice.
Mayor Rogers asked for testimony from the audience.  Russell Reeves, owner of 304 Oregon St. (mailing address:  98 Reids Hill Rd. Morganville, NJ 07751) gave general comments about the steepness of the slopes and that building more houses will raise property taxes for everyone and that he thought more development would also increase the sewer rates.  He said that the area should have been zoned for a density much less than R-10 because he did not want to see Mosier increase in population.  He also said that Council should have been raising sewer rates every year.  Council responded that more customers will actually decrease the utility rate burden for everyone because the water and sewer systems have been built to include all possible future development, based on a building lands inventory performed by staff just for that purpose.  Staff pointed out that property taxes in Oregon do not increase with more development, but that the addition of property taxes with every new development do increase the City’s general fund revenues accordingly and are one of the City’s only sources of revenue.  The City of Mosier has done its due diligence studying the possibility of expanding the City’s UGB and that the studies show that the cost would be prohibitive to increase the UGB by any significant amount.  Growth in the City of Mosier should happen with density, as general good land use planning and research has demonstrated over the years.  
Because the applicants were not present for the hearing, Planner DeVaney recommended continuing the hearing to the earliest possible meeting date.  Council deliberated and it was decided that September 3rd was the earliest possible meeting date when both Mayor and City Planner could both be present.
Mayor Rogers ended the Public Hearing and opened the regular Council meeting.

Councilor Perry made a motion to continue the hearing to September 3rd.  Councilor Burns seconded.  There was no discussion.  Motion was approved unanimously.
2. Resolution No. 2014-07, A Resolution Adopting a New Schedule of Rates for All Users of the City Sewer Utility 
Councilor Perry said that she was still reluctant to increase the rates by the proposed 4 dollars.  She suggested increasing the rates 2 dollars this year and then 2 dollars the next year.  Councilor Burns said that the proposed raise had already been vetted publicly and that council should stay with the amount that they had publicized.  Mayor Rogers said that the City Engineer had already done additional rate studies at the request of Council and that the new lower increase reflected those studies.
Councilor Kightlinger made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2014-07.  Councilor Burns seconded.  There was no further discussion.  Mayor Rogers, Councilors Reed, Burns, and Kightlinger voted aye.  Councilor Perry voted nay.
3.   Water Shut-Off Process and Customer Information letter
City Manager Fitzpatrick explained that although the City has approved certain measures to deal with customers who are over 60 days late paying utility bills, there was not a written process.  Fitzpatrick did research with OAWU and LOC and put together a schedule and information based on the City’s own ordinance and State and Federal law.  Councilor Reed said that she would edit the informational letter in October.
4.  Gorge Hub Update and Recreational Trails Grant Application
Manager Fitzpatrick gave an update on the Gorge Hub projects and asked Council if they wished to apply for an OPRD  Recreational Trails Program Grant.  Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the application.  Councilor Burns seconded.  No discussion.  Motion was approved unanimously.
5.  ODOT Project:  Mosier Downtown Parking and Access

City Manager Fitzpatrick reported that ODOT had proposed a project that would improve the access to the public parking area on the UPRR property leased for public parking and beautification purposes.  ODOT will bring in grindings from a nearby road project and will improve the slope and approach of the access road to Highway 30 at the corner of Highway 30 and Main.  Fitzpatrick asked for Council approval.  Councilor Reed made a motion to approve the project and Councilor Burns seconded.  There was no discussion.  Motion was approved unanimously.

6.  City of Mosier and Fire Department Kiosk at Totem Plaza

Councilor Reed asked Council if they would want to participate in a joint kiosk project to be located on the Totem Plaza.  The kiosk would be an information board for locals and visitors and would be a central place to gather in case of a town emergency.  The cost to the City would be $1,000.00 and would come out of the Centennial fund.  Councilor Burns made a motion to approve spending Centennial funds to build a community kiosk with the understanding that the design would be approved by Council or the Art Committee.  Councilor Kightlinger seconded.  No discussion.  Motion was approved unanimously.  

COMMITTEE REPORTS

1.  Personnel committee:  Mayor Rogers said that it was time for both office staff to have their reviews performed by the Committee and that these should be scheduled by the Personnel Committee.  
Meeting adjourned at 9:35 p.m.                                        Approved this 6th day of August, 2014
                                                                            Attest:

___________________________________      _________________________________

Andrea Rogers, Mayor                                          Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City Manager
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