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    Mosier City Council Meeting
March 18th, 2015

Mosier Creek Terrace 6:30 p.m.


Council: Mayor Arlene Burns; Councilors Peny Wallace, Emily Reed, Jacki Sterner
Staff: City Manager Kathy Fitzpatrick
Absent: None 
Excused:  Councilor Bill Akin    

Audience: Former Mayor Andrea Rogers
CALL TO ORDER
Meeting was called to order by Mayor Burns at 6:40 p.m. Councilors had come directly from the Community Design Workshop for Mosier’s Street Plan held by the PSU MURP team at the Mosier School.
ADDITIONS/CORRECTIONS: None
BUSINESS FROM THE AUDIENCE: None.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES, March 4th, 2015
Councilor Wallace made a motion to approve the Minutes for March 4th, 2015, with a date change correction.  Councilor Reed seconded.  Motion passed unanimously.
REVIEW/APPROVAL of BILLS and Payroll
Councilor Reed made a motion to approve bills and payroll.  Councilor Wallace seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously.

BUSINESS 
1.   Report on Snow Plow Research, City Maintenance Truck:  Council Discussion (Councilor Reed) 
Councilor Reed presented research that measured the cost effectiveness of two options for City Snowplow Services:  1. to continue to contract out the service and 2. to purchase a truck capable of snowplowing and the plow and sander and hire 3 on-call snowplow employees.  The research showed that the benefit of purchasing the equipment and hiring employees was that for the cost of a contractor plowing just the Tier 1, the City could have all 3 Tiers (all the city streets) plowed.  The break-even point is at 4 pushes.  After that, the cost of a contractor goes up steeply, so if there is a big snow year, the City could be liable for a big snowplow service expense.  The disadvantage of having employees is the unknown reliability factor of this on-call and temporary employment.  Councilor Reed suggested creating an on-line survey that would poll community opinion and said that she could create the survey.  
City Vehicle:  Option #1 would mean that the City would plan for the City Maintenance vehicle to be simply a general maintenance vehicle and would budget to either repair the current vehicle or purchase another smaller truck.  Option #2 would be more expensive initially, with purchase of a snowplow capable truck for an estimate of $8,000.00 and equipment for $4,000.00.  
Action Item:  Council consensus was for Councilor Reed to create the survey.  There was some question regarding polling residents like those at the Mosier Manor who are not affected by City Snowplowing Services.

2.  Personnel Mid-Month Payroll Request
Council approved by consensus a midmonth paycheck for full time employees.

3.  Resolution 2015-02 Fee increase for Cremains Burials (Pioneer and State Road Cemeteries)

Councilor Sterner made a motion to approve Resolution 2015-02.  Councilor Reed seconded.  Discussion:  Council talked about increasing the fee for Interment Rights for Full Body Burial Plots, but decided to keep those at $600.00.  Motion approved unanimously.
4.  City Purchase of  Hard Drive for Historical Materials (Mayor Burns)

Mayor Burns has been filming community events for many years and no longer has the storage capacity to archive these materials.  Councilor Reed suggested that the community members interested in starting a Mosier Museum might be interested in archiving the materials.  She was concerned that if the City stored these historical records that they might be just stored and forgotten.  
5.  Work Session:  City of Mosier Seasonal and Festive Event Planning

Councilor Reed led Council and Staff in a brainstorming exercise to identify the event ideas that had the most Council support.  Councilors and Staff wrote their individual ideas on paper, gathered all of the ideas together, and then were given a certain number of votes to choose the favorites.  Action Item:  Councilor Reed will report back with the ideas that received the highest number of votes.
Committee Reports:  Former Mayor Andrea Rogers reported on the Wasco County Childhood Obesity Task Force.  The City of Mosier can partner with the other communities to go for a grant that will fund each community’s priorities.  The Mosier priorities are Safe Routes to School, Safe Streets for all, accessible Farmer’s Market, and the Mosier Hub serving multimodal transportation for locals and visitors.
Budget Meeting Date Set:  Council approved the Budget Meeting date set for May 13th at 5:00 pm.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.                         Approved this 1st day of April, 2015
                                                                            Attest:

___________________________________      _________________________________

Arlene Burns, Mayor                                          Kathleen Fitzpatrick, City Manager
